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stockholders to its establishment, which found vent
in severe criticisms and in resolutions for its abolition;
there was always a considerable minority of supporters
of the College among the stockholders who wanted
it to be run as a school; and there were a certain
number of strong supporters of Lord Wellesley, who
had resented the cutting down of his magnificent
scheme of a great college at Fort William. The
most usual lines of criticism were on the grounds
of expense, disorderly conduct of the students,
underlaxity or overlaxity in its management, and a
wrong system of instruction. These attacks by some
of the stockholders occurred at many of the quar-
terly meetings, and were largely responsible for the
false impressions about the College which got abroad
among the public at large. More than once, notably
in 1824, motions for the abolition of the College were
hotly debated, but they were always lost owing to the
vigorous opposition of the Directors themselves. A
careful study of these various criticisms and of the
debates in the India House shows that, underlying
most of the opposition, was a feeling among the
stockholders that the Directors supported the College
in their own interests, and that its continuance was
in some way advantageous to them. This, however,
becomes less obvious after the renewal of the Com-
pany's Charter in 1833, when the composition of the
stockholders underwent the change that has been
noted earlier. A remnant of this spirit may be seen,
however, even up to the last days of the Company's